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PREFACE. 


This little Work prefents itfelf to 
the Publick without any afFedtation 
of intrinftck importance, and merely as 
the herald of another; yet the Orien- 
tal ift and Antiquary may be pleafed to 
fee, for the firft time, an Epitome of 
Perfian Annals, in the original lan- 
guage of a native hiftorian. 

The want of fuch a Work induced 
me to feek, among my Manufcript 
Chronicles, the moft concife and com- 
a 
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prehcnfive account of the ancient Ira* 
vian* Sovereigns ; and the following 
pages are the refult of my inquiry. 
To the Perfian text and the Englilh 
tranflation, I thought it ncceflary to 
fubjoin fome collateral illuftrations 
from other manuferipts. This tafk, 
during the performance of it, became 
a regular examination of each King’s 
reign : And although I ftudied to keep 
my Work within the compafs of a 
Angle and a fmall volume, and refolved 
to derive my illuArations entirely from 
fources unexplored hitherto by Euro- 

* The Pcrfiafi Empire, in general, is properly 
called ( , ySyjS Iran, The word Perjia is derived 
from Pars^ the name of a province, the moft re- 
markable as being the ufual refidcnce of the Kings, 
This nanw, in motiern compofitions, is moft fre- 
quently written Pars, after the Arabian manner. 
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pcan writers j yet, by an imperceptible 
accumulation of extra(3:s, the fuper- 
ftrudlure became too vaft for fo Aight 
a foundation as the original text. 

I could not, however, prevail on 
rayfelf to throw away what had been 
acquired by laborious perfeverance, or 
to reduce that which feemed necclfary 
to the illuftration of obfeure paflages, 
I had collected a mafs of extracts, 
which not only were, in a peculiar 
degree, ufeful and curious, on the 
Antiquities, Philolqgy, and Geography 
of Perfia, but threw fuch light on many 
important and interefting points of 
Sacred and of Profane Hiftory, as I 
ha4 never expeded to find in tiny poft* 
Mohammedan authors. 

To whatever degree the Reader's 
a 2 
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curiofity may be excited by this decla- 
ration, I make it with the confidence 
of dne who conceives, that eight or 
nine years fpent in clofe application 
to the ftudy of Eaftern Languages and 
Literature, have enabled him to appre- 
ciate juftly, after repeated perufals, 
the value of his own manufcripts ; and 
I entertain not any apprehenlions that 
the future publication of thofe extracts 
will difappoint the Reader’s expetfl- 
ation. 

As the original text of the Jeban 
Ara (which is here given with little 
more than the Englifli tranflation j was 
found inadequate to the mafs of notes 
and illuftrations, I extended my plan, 
and chofe, as a fuitable ground-work, 
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that Sedlion of the Leb-al-tozvarikh,* 
which contains the ancient annals of 
Iran. This work I feleded from a 
multiplicity of other Tartkhs, both 
greater and fmallcr ; becaufc it com- 
prifes within a moderate compafs, 
more ufeful and important hiftorick 
information, lefs intermixed with fable 
and romance, than any other. The 
frequent mention in M. D’Herbelot’s 
Bibliotheque Orientate of t\\c Lcb-tarikb, 
is a fufficient teftimony of its excel- 
lence ; and it is without doubt the fame 
book which Pietro della Valle once in- 
tended to tranflatc.f 

+ “ Di tradur da Perfiano in Tofeano un libro 
chechiamano MtdoUa delle &e un breve 

“ compendio della hiftoriadi tuiti i Re della Periia 
daAdaminfin'a SciahTahmafp.*' i62i* 
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Having giyjen, from this Work, the 
original text of the Perfian Annals, 
witfi a tranflation, I fhall proceed to 
illuftrate the reign of each King in 
regular fuccclfion, by examining the 
traditions recorded in various rare, 
ancient and authenrick manufcripts — 
nightly noticing fuch as have been al-r 
ready printed or tranflated, and de^ 
riving my materials, as I before faid, 
from fources hitherto unexplored by 
Europeans. It were, indeed, unpar- 
donable in me to repeat a twice-told 
tale, or incroach upon the labours of 
another ; fince few libraries, either 
public k or private, afford a more 
ample flock of original matter than 
my own Manufeript Collection ; ac- 
quired through the kindnefs of friends 
rcfiding in the Eaft— indefatigable 
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perfevefance in tranfcribing, and dili- 
gence in inquiry — and, I muftacknow- 
ledge, a degree of expenfe, far beyond 
that which found prudence would have 
prefcribed to one whofe purfc but 
fcldom overflowed. 

Of the Hiflorical Works, or Manu- 
fcript Tarikhs, from which I have 
principally derived rhy materials, I 
rtiall here fubjoin the titles— naturally 
beginning with mention of Tabcrn'i 
** Great Chronicle * the mod ancient 

Abu Mohammed ebn yanr^ furnamed 

Altabarif from Taberijian in Pcrfia — - 
where he was bc^rn, Anno Hcgirae 224^ {A. D. 8 
His Work is frequently quoted in Perfian manu. 
feripts by the title of Tarikh Jafertf or T^rikh 
ehn yarir^ 
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and moft excellent of all. It is compri- 
fed in two large volumes, containing 
a general hiftory of the Afiatick World 
from the Creation, the Perfian and 
Arabian annals, with the Jewifli re- 
cords, interfperfed with many curious 
traditions which muft have defeended 
to the venerable Hiftorian through 
fome other channel than that of the 
Koran. Tabari, though a native of 
Perfia, compofed this admirable Work 
in the Arabic k language. Fortunately, 
however, it underw-ent a Perfian tranf- 
lation within a few years after the 
author’s death — for the original Ara- 
bic k is no longer to be found.* 

* Some fcattered fragments of it ftill exift — 
See Ockley's Hillory of the Saracens ; D’Hcrbelot ; 
and my catalogue of the Oriental Manuferipts in 
the Brltifh Mufeum, Oriental Collc^ions, Vol. IK 
p. 185. 
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But the Antiquary may confole him- 
fclf for this lofs, as the Perfian tranf- 
lator has added to the text of Tatari 
much curious and important matter. 
From the original work, Elmakin^ an 
Arabian writer, has principally com- 
piled his Annals of the Saracens, be- 
ginning with that epoch at which my 
refearches end, the age of Mohammed. 
I have ufed three copies of Tabari^ all 
finemanuferipts; following, ingeneral, 
one brought from India, and given to 
me by that moft ingenious Oricntalill, 
Jonathan Scott, Efq. This copy (in 
two folio volumes) was tranferibed in 
Perfia, A. Hegirse 850, (A. D. 1446.) 

Having dwelt fo long on this 
article, I fliall briefly mention the 
other Tarikhs which 1 have confulted; 
b 
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not.obferving in this place any chro- 
nological order, as a more full and re- 
gular dcfcription of them fliall be pre- 
fixed to my I Liu ft radons. 

Tarikh Moagem, a very 

elegant and flowery compofition, in- 
terfperfed with poetry; containing 
the Hiftory of Perfia till the time of 
Nufliirvan. 

Tcbkat Naftlrl, 

“ This precious work,” fays M. An- 
quetil du Perron,* “ is of the year of 
"the Hegira 655, of Chrift 1257;” 
yet my copy, the only one I have as 
yet fecn, is dated 650, 

j (of Chrift 1252.) It contains 


Acad* hi/cnf'* Vol. 31 # P* 379' 
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th6 Hiftory of Alia, Jews, artcient 
Arabians and Perfians, Khalifs, Mo- 
hammedan Kings of India, Perlia, 
Khorafian, &c. to the defeendants of 
Gengiz Khan. 


‘Tarikh Gozideh, oOsJjS^ 0 ^^\j a moil 


excellent compilation of Afiatick Hif- 
tory, by Hamdaltab Muftoufi^ author of 
the Nozhat al CoIoul>. It concludes 
with an account of Cazvin, his native 
city. 


Rozet al Sefa, I a general 

Hiftory of the Eaftern World ; in 
feven (fometimes in nine, or tw’elve) 
volumes, by Mirkhondy who lived in 
the fifteenth century. A geographical 
index is fubjoined to the laft volume, 
b 3 
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Khelalfut al 

an abridgment of the Rozet al Sefa, 
by Khondemir, the fon of Mirkhond 
above mentioned. My copy of this 
abridgment confifts of above 1200 
pages, quarto. 

Hahib-al-Seir, a ge- 

neral Hiftory of Alia, by the fame 
Khondemir : a moft valuable compo- 
lition, in feveral volumes : the copy 
which I have ufed, conlifts of four 
volumes of unequal fize. 

Zein~al~akhbar, ^ very 

curious and extraordinary work; con- 
taining the ancient Hiftory of Perlia, 
Jewilh, Chriftian, Magian and Hindoo 
religious falls and ceremonies, annals 
of the Mohammedan Kings and Kha- 
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lifs, geographical anecdotes, and chro- 
nological tables, &c- 

Tarikh Kapchak Khanty 

'^LsVo fo called after the 
author, Kapchak Khan Kuli Betg, of 
Ba'.kh ; who has niofl; ingenioufly writ- 
ten the Hiftory of Afia from the cre- 
ation of Adam, of the Deluge, Mofes, 
Chrift; the Greeks and Romans, from 
the time of Alexander; Arabians, 
Copts, Chaldeans, &c. &c. ; the Kha- 
lifs, Mohammedan Kings of Perfia, 
Hindooflan, Tartary, &c. down to 
the year 1 137 of the Hegira (of Chrift 
1724.) The latter part of this work 
aft'ords many curious hiftorical anec- 
dotes concerning lialkh, Bokhara, the 
countries bordering on the river Jihoon 
(or Oxus), &c. 
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A very excellent Tarikb, the title oi 
author of which I am not yet able to 
afcdrtain ; it begins (after the ufual 
bifmillahi) with the words tXxj 
and contains an account 
of the Creation, the Prophets and 
Patriarchs, ancient Kings of Perfia, 
the Khalifs, &c. to the year 951 of the 
Hegira, (of Chrift 1544.) This ma- 
nufeript bears the impreflion of M. Le 
G^ntil’s Perfian feal. 

Another very curious and valuable 
*farikb, or Hiftory of the Patriarchs, 
Prophets, ancient Perfians and Ara- 
bians, Mohammedan Princes of Perfia, 
Arabia, Hindooftan, &c. to the year 
773 of the Hegira, (A. D. 1371.) Of 
this work 1 cannot difeover the title ; 
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it is a large folio volume, and begins 
abruptly(^_^^-*->'— cXxj L*! 

Tarikh Subah Saduk, 

V— s'OLd a general Hiftory of the Afi- 
atick World, ancient and modern, by 
Mohammed Saduk, of Isfahan ; in four 
large volumes, folio : a very rare and 
valuable work. 

A folio volume, imperfcdl both at 
the beginning and ending. It con- 
tains a variety of moft curious hifto- 
rical anecdotes, fomc of which fhall 
be tranflated in another work. 

Tarikh Alfi, or The 

Chronicle of a Thou/and Tears, (i. e. 
after Mohammed;) a very excellent 
compilation of Afiatick hiftory, in 
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three large folio volumes. The begin.» 
ing of the firll volume affords fome 
anecdotes of Tezdcgcrd, and the in- 
vafion of Perfia by the Mufulmans. 


The Nizam al ‘tozvarikh, 

a very curious epitome of 
Perfian hiftory, by Jhu Sated Abdallah 
ben Almouelli, 


‘Tarikh Nizam al Molk, 
ojOi or Seiafet zva Stir al Molotik, 
j OwknL^ a celebrated 
work, compofed about the year of the 
Hegira 485, (A. D. 1092.) 


Merit al Aultm^ ^LxJI 


or 


Karikh Bakhtd'ver Khani,j jLi* 
a general hiftory of the ancient 
and modern Sovereigns of Afia, by 
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Bakbtaver Khan-, in two large quarto 
volumes. 

The Dahiflan, of which 

part has been tranflated in the Nroj 
Afiatick Mijccllany of Calcutta. 

But few' of thefe hiftorical compo- 
fitions in profe, afford more ufcful or 
curious information to the Perfian 
Antiquary, than the great Hcroick 
Poem of Ferdoufi, intitled 

AmoU oLii Shah Navieb, or Book of K itigs, 
compofed in the tenth and eleventh 
centuries of the Chridian iEra,* from 
fome original annals in the Prhiavi 
language, which efcaped the general 
deftru(flion of Perfian books when the 


* Ferdoufi died, A. Hegir* 41 1, (A. D. loio.) 


C 
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MiifuJmans invaded and conquered 
Iran. This celebrated work contains, 
in' njorc than lixty thoufand diftichs, 
the ancient records of Perfia, from 
Cdiumuras to Tczdrgcrd, interfperfed 
with aflonifliing fidion and delightful 
romance. But from the traces of real 
hiftory, which frequently appear, I 
am induced to fufpcdl that the Chro- 
nicle of Tahari was not unknown to 
our Perfian Poet: this fufpicion I may 
be allowed to entertain, without dero- 
gating from the authority of thofe 
Pchlavi annals above mentioned ; fince 
I am well perfuaded, that even at this 
day, many valuable manuferipts, in 
the ancient language of Iran, ftill exift 
in that country, and may yet reward 
the labours of fome inquifitive and 
ingenious traveller. 
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From three fine copies of this ad- 
mirable work,* I have derived much 
curious information. I have occafiefn- 
ally ufed, alfo, the two Perfian abridg- 
ments of this work; the firft of which 
M. Anquctil du Perron ftylcs'^ Tava-- 

rikh du Schah Nai)uih^""-\ an epitome, 
by Tavakhol II(j[fcini ; this is, however, 
the work ufually denominated Mim^ 

* One of thefe is peculiarly beautiful ; a very 
large folio, written iji Perfia, and decorated with a 
\ aricty of moft fplendid and extraordinary paintings: 
w'hat it originally coft in Iran, I cannot afeertain ; 
but it apjK-arb from a note, that one thoufimd aipees, 
(alwut looL; were paid for it in Bengal. 

+ ** Ta\ankh du Schah Xamah, abrege rare ct 

** precieux,’" &c. ZcntLi\cfta, Tom. I. Appendix 
Dxxxvi. The learned frM, in his “ J/frs und 
Keuci Vordtt and Mittel Ajiend* See, (p. lo^i 204) 
has confounded this with the Skah Nameh Nr/r, 
hereafter mentioned. 


C 2 
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iehhyh Shah Namrh, 
or Muntekbyb Sbemfhir-’Khani^ 

compofcd by Tavakbl B'ig, and 
dedicated to Shemjlir Khan ; it con- 
tains, in almoft every page, fome verfes 
of the original Shah Nameh. The other 
abridgment is that quoted by the 
learned Hyde, in his Relig. Veter, Per-- 
farnniy as rayijfimus liber , intitled 
Shah Naweh N Jr, oLw This 

work was compofed for the ufe of 
Dr. Hyde, by defirc of the Englilh 
Agent at Surat. The Parfi, whom he 
employed, mentions this circumdance 
in the preface, and in fome wTerched 
verfes which he has fubjoined at the 
end: the abridgment, however, is very 
ingenioufly executed, in the mod pure 
and eafy profe. Of this work, which 
is preferved in the Britidi Mufeum, 
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there did not exift a fecond copy until 
I obtained pcrmifTion to tranferibe it.* 

Of N lza7nVs five poems,! three af- 
ford fome curious matter: the Sekandcr 
Namch^ or Hiflory of 

Alexander — the Ihft 

Pcigur or Seven Fornis^ containing the 
romance of Babaram Gour — and Khojrii 

* Some extrads from the Shah Namah Nf/r 
)u'.c been piibliflied in the Oriental Colleilions — 
As I ha^e nearly tranflated the whole work, it will 
probably be foon offered to the lovers of Pcrfian 
Antiquity and Romance. 

+ A fjxth ptHun is fometimes added to the 
or Fi'V^ 1 rcafures nf Nizamiy as his 
works are emphatically ftyled. Of thefe, I fliall 
hereafter give a full account ; following the mofl 
ancient of three fine copies in my own Colle^lion, 
tranferibed A. Heg. 767, (A. D. 1 365.) 
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Shircen, ^°‘'y 

Khofru Parviz and his celebrated mif- 
trcYs Shireen~xh(t Aineh' Sckandcry, 
Of Mirror of Alex- 
ander^ by Emir Khofru — and the 

<N..«U Khcrd Nameb Sekan- 
dery, Alexander' s Book of JFifdom, by 
the celebrated furniffi fornc paf- 

fages on the Macedonian Conqueror’s 
hiflory. 


I'rom the Bchariftan, and other 
works of the voluminous Jamif I have 


* Bcfidcs copies of thi.s author's works in 
cUflind volumes, I am fo fortunate as to pofll'fs 
the w hole, confining of forty different com}X)fitions 
in profe and verfe, Anibick and Perfian, all 
uniformly written, and bound in one large volume; 
tranferibed with fuch exquifite accuracy and ele- 
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cxtradlcd many curious illuflrations ; 
fome alfo I have found fcattcred 
through the various works of Fertj- 
eddin Attar, fuch as his'.^t'AJI 
Jouahir Alzat — Kho/ra 
Gul — Lcjun a! Ghaib— 
Mantnk al Fair, and 

the others. 


Bcfidcs the Avork of Emir Kho/rn 
above mentioned, his ^ Nch 

Spcher — Civi^yJ HrJJjt Dehijht— 

Sbirccn Khofru, &c, 
afford hiftorical matter; alfo the Bof- 
tan, Guliftan, Rifalehs, and other com- 
pofitions of the ^ Jatm- 


gance, and illuminated in fuch a fplendid manner, 
that one of its late iKjflefTors paid for if, in the EaU, 
a fum nearly equivalent to 140 guineas. 
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i-Jem, or Cup of JcmJheid, by Auhedi— 
the Hadiket of Senai, 
the Mcjnavi of Gelaledin 

Roumi; and many other poetical works 
which the limits of this Preface will 
not allow me to enumerate. 

The geographical treatifes, from 
which I have chiefly derived my illuf- - 
trations, arc, that admirable work, the 
Nozhat al Coloub, I by 

Hamdallab Mujloufi, whom M. D’Hcr- 
bclot Hyles “ Le Geograpbe Per fan." 

^ LiOl* * ***^ The Mejalck u 
Memalek’^-^iht qIcXA-jJI 

* Of this moft \ aluablc work I have given a 

(hort defeription in the Appendix : my tranflation 

of it will, I hope, be ready for publication in four 
or five months. 
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Ajaieh al htildan^xhe, j Sy^Shiraz 

Nameh ; a moft curious and rare manu^ 
fcript, quoted by Kaempfer in hfs 
Amtvnit. Exoi.* — the Hef( 

Aklim — 71/Mi 
a} Irah^ a geographical diAionary, by 
Mohammed Saduk Isfahani — the Ajaieh 
al Makhloiicat I — 

the dJassCi ^ohfut al Irakein^ 

by the celebrated Khacani — the Ajaieh 
al Gheraieh, L^jyJI L^bsa^—the 
geographical index at the end of Mirk- 
bond's Rozet al Sefa, and many others. 

In Philological explanations I have 
ufed a variety of manuferipts ; to enu- 
nxerate which, would extend this Worje 


(♦ P. 301) I havercafon to believe that this copy 
is the fame which Kxmpfcr brought from Perfia. 

d 
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beyond the limits preferibed: the 
principal of thefc, however, are the 

didlionaries or Ferbungs, intitled Je^ 
bangeeri, 

Borban Katca— I Kafljf 

al Loghat — ^ 

Rejbidi — cyLxlM ,AjLlaJ Lutaycf al 
Logbat — \jS\jBahr-al~Jouabir, 
&c. Many curious Philological Re- 
marks I have likewife found in mif- 
ceJlancous works, fuch as the Bcbari 
Sekbiai^ — Sbernh Sekander 

Namah^ 4X^U ^ »the Ne^ 
fat as al Akhhar^ 

Sberah Kbakani — the 
Zckhirct al Alolouk— 
the Ahklak Najferi—* 

the IVakaat Matoul — 

the Negarijlan of yomni-^ 

a moft excellent work of the fame 
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title, by Al Ghuffari (author of the 
Jchan Ara) ; and a third Ncgarijlan, 
by AH ben T'aifour Bujlami. I mu*ft 
alfo acknowledge my frequent obli- 
gations to the Lyrick and Soufi Poets, 
for affiftance in my Hiftorical and 
Antiquarian Rcfcarches. The allufions 
of Anvari, Hafiz, Saieb, Naziri, Oorfi^ 
Helali, Firokhi, Shems 7* abrizi, Kcmal 
addein hfahani, and a multiplicity of 
others, to anecdotes of ancient Hiftory 
and Mythology, have fometimes ferved 
to illuftratc the moft obfeure paflages 
of the profe writers; even the dull 
and voluminous commentaries on the 
Koran, and unwieldy folios of Mo- 
hammedan Law, have not been with- 
out their ufe; and fomething has been 
extradled from the numerous works of 
fi<Jlion and romance, which often ex- 
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hibit very pleafing reprefehtations of 
Afiatick manners j I allude to fuch as 


the ( Anvar Sobeily — 

the iVeLi Khazver Namcb — the 


Aasu Kiffch Emir Hamzeh — 
Chehar Derveijh, the 
Four DerznJJjes — the A.«lJ 


Bakhtyar Namch — the o^”^***^ 

BoJlan-i-Khryal — the Negar 


Ziba, &c. 


Many topographical notes, and in- 
cidental references to the ancient 
Hiftory of Perfia, are feattered through 
fome of thofe T arikhs which contain 
the Annals of modern Mohammedan 
Princes ; among thefe are the Aulum 
Arai, ^ |* Hiftory of the 

AbtaJJidcs, in three large volumes— i- 
the yij Tarikb 
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Auftm C«/— the ’y^\ Akbcr 

Nameb — the I’imour Nctmcb 

— the Tebcat Timonri, 

&c. alfo in Biographical works and 
collc(5lions of Anecdotes, the various 
I’uzkcrrcb al Sboara, 
or Lives of the Poets — the Tarikb cbn 
Kbalkan, — the 

Tarikb Barmrkian — 
the Mujalis al 

Moment ]j, &c. 

There is another clafs of Martu- 
feripts which I have attentively per- 
ufed, yet fparingly cjuoted ; becaufc, 
though nutnerous, they afford but 
little, and even that little is of quef- 
tioilable authority : 1 mean thofe 

fteble compofitions in modern Per- 
fick, faid to be tranflatidns from the 
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ancient Zend and Peblavi, which Eu- 
ropean travellers procure from the 
Parjls of Surat, and of which the 
learned Dr. Hyde and M. Anquctil 
du Perron have given us fufheient 
fpccimens. 

Had I not hopes of difeovering 
fomc works of infinitely greater value 
than the Sadder y Erdaviraf Name!', or 
the Zcnd-ii-vejhi, (as we have it in 
French) of Z,oroaJlrr himfclf, I lliould 
confider any further attention to the 
ancient dialects of Pcrlia, as a mifap- 
plication of ftudy, and a waftcof time : 
thefc, however, have contributed, w'ith 
the various manuferipts before men- 
tioned, materials for my future work, 
of which the title will be nearly as 
follows : “ Illujirations of Perfian Hi/- 
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tory and Antujuities^or an attempt 
to reconcile the Ancient Hijlory and 
Chronology of Pcrfia (according to the 
dates and traditions, pre/erved in 
viiinnfcripts of that country ) zvith the 
llcbrezv. Creek, and Latin Records/* 

This work will comprife, 

I. An introdutflory effay on the 
lludy of Peiiian hiftory, antiquities, 
and romance. 

II. A deferiptive catalogue of the 
manuferipts which have furnilhed 
materials for the work. 

III. That fedion of the Ltb al 
V^ovaarikb which contains the ancient 
Hiftory of Perfia, from Caiumuras to 
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Tczdejerd ; given in the original Per- 
iian, with an Englilli tranflation on 
the oppolite pages. 

IV. The Illuftrations, &:c. j in w hich 
arc collciiled from all the nianufcripts 
before enumerated, the various tra- 
ditions and anecdotes of each king’s 
reign ; collated with thofe preferved 
in the Old Teftamcnt, and in the 
works of Greek and Latin writers ; 
chronological, geographical, and phi- 
lological obfervations, &c. 

V. An Appendix, conliAing of fe- 
veral mifccllancous articles, chrono- 
logical tables, cxtradls from rare and 
ancient nianufcripts, remarks on the 
antivjuities of Perfcpolis, examination 
of Zend and Pehlavi manuferipts, fu- 
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ncral rites, fire worfliip, Manichcari 
and Mazdakian hcrcfics, archery and 

t • 

horfcinanfliip of the Pcrfians, mufick, 
painting, fculpture, veftiges of IIc- 
!nx‘\v and Greek in the Perfian lan- 
guage, &:c. 

Such arc the outlines of my future 
Work, ^vhichJ if I can judge by the 
materials already collcfted, will form 
two large quarto volumes, each con- 
taining at lead 400 pages, befidcs 
maps and vicus, plates of inferiptions, 
medals and gems, engraved alphabets 
of ancient charaelcrs, and fpccimcns 
of writing, /nr /Imiles from miniatures 
in manuferipts, &:c. 

I fliall not here enumerate the 
Greek and Latin works which I have 
e 
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thofe already defcribed by travellers, 
I haverefolved to vifit Perlia (if Pro- 
vidence continue to blcfs me with life 
and health ) whenever fome neceffary do- 
meftick arrangements, and the Worka 
on which I am now employed, fhal! 
have been completed. 

London, Auguft, 1799. 


The Tarikh7V^<7«v^r^, which has 

fumilhed materials for the following Work, is an 
odavo manufeript, purchafed at Shiraz in the year 
1787, by my ingenious friend. Captain William 
Francklin, author of the Te/ii* t 9 Perjia^ in whidi 
he has quoted it on the fubje^ of Pcrfcpolis. During' 
his refidcnce in Bengal, it accidentally fell fixmi a 
boat into the Ganges, and a words have been 
rendered illegible by the wet ; where fuch ooenr 
in the following extra^, they are exprefled by af. 
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thofc already deferibed by travellers, 
1 have rcfolvcd to vifit Pcrfia (if Pro- 
vidence continue to blcfs me with life 
and luahh J\\ heneverfome ncri-lTarydo- 
medic k arrangements, and the Works 
on which 1 am now employed, fliall 
have been completed, 

Lo i.IoM, 1 709, 


TIa' TArikh hi which has 

furi'iiVtAl niiiVu.I, { ,i il-c loii.A.i, ;; Wt.jh, i , .ji 
octavo niAJ ’.ift r’; ^ } no 'I I ar ! ! ir) il.c \i.ir 
17S7, h) III) ir i i' -J', Vviili»rn 

Fr.i'iv Kiii/, oi t!' /> /'< in u'!ik!i 

hv ha-i 9’ij<.tcvi i: on :!.<■ I’r'.v ; o> Ik:.* ^ ok;. ])u?iog 
his Kii I'.icv inn-'^a, i: .w V i-iv n' iliy 1-Jl iioni a 
hwA into ti;j Ci -‘j' » a J a h a* v. i r i . havt inm 
r;5K!crw\i 1; l\ ilic wet ; \\]:nr f;nh oc( ur 

in ilic iollov. ^ c '.tr.v'vt, they arc c/f rciTcJ hy af- 
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tcriflcs. On his return to England in 1797, Cap. 
tain Francklin obligingly gave me this, with many 
odier valuable manuferipts. The author is Cazi 
Ahmed al Ghuffarty of Caz- 

vin ; who, according to the Tarikh Bedaoon ’ty died 
on his return from the pilgrimage to Mecca, when 
fetting out from Dathuly Anno Hegira^ 975, 
(A. D, 1567.) 

He was alfo author of the Negartftan ; a moft 
excellent compilation of hiftorical anecdotes, of 
which I am fo fortunate as to poOTefs a fine copy, 
written by his own hand, and replete with his 
marginal notes; it is a large o^avo manufeript, 
and was brought to Europe by Jonathan Scott, Efi]. 

From the Jehan Aroy which contains a general 
Hiftory of Afia, Patriarchs, Prophets, Jews, Ara- 
bians, Perfians, Kings of Tartary, Hindooftan, &c, 
from tte eariieft times till the year of the Hegira 
^2, (afCl^i564}, 1 (hall have occafion to give 
t^araovi faettbAs in a future Work. 
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THE FIRST CHAPTER OF THE 

SfiCOKD SBCtlON OF THB 

TARIKH JEHAN ARA, 

CONTAIKIKO THE HISTORY OP THE FIR«SA!f 
RXirOS BEFORE MOi|All&MBOANXfM» 





4»t;3B^. ^ Ouo J 

JU 

« 

^±)ycj^ 

LH tXi^_jf 

oIimXXj uAiiXyJ I |»XnJ i 





EPITOME 


OF THB 

Ancient Htflory of JR$isJiL 


THE FIRST DYNASTY, 

Or, The eleven Peiihdadian Kingit 
who reigned *450 Tears, 

I. Caiumuras^-^ fon of Dula^ 
ved, ^ foil of Amecm,. the foB.of 
Arfakhlhad, the fon of Sam, the fon 
of Noah, to whom be peace. His 
fumame was Ghil-Jhahy which hgni- 
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Jl, J OJjUt^ J y^U 

OvKJsi^f CI^Im^mAiaP 


LiX^l^ yJ ^ 

<>lti yi»^. (ji(Mjx) ^ytyS^ 
jtXj yU»jy^ yJiijM j {J*^y*» 

Ov>**l <.;J^>mJL» 

jLi 

j 


* The compound Ghiljhah, according to the 
Perfian idiom, may alfo fignify the Kingform^ 
id of Clay'' The Magians affirm that Caiu- 
muras was the firft man ; and fome have fup- 
pofed him to be the King of Elam, mentioned 
in Genefis adv. Thus, Adam^ OlH from red 
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fies the “ Lord, or King of Clay'* 
He reigned thirty years. The cities 
of Iftakhar in Fars, Damavand, and 
Balkh, were founded by him. 

3. Houjheng — ^the fon of Siamek, 
the fon of Caiumuras. He was fur- 
named Peijhdad ; and is faid to have 
built the cities of Sus and Shufter in 
Khuziilan. His reign was of forty 
years. 

3. Tahmuras — the fon of Houf- 
heng. His fumame was Nejeib, and, 
according to fome, Refavend, which 

Waj'nDW (Pagnin. Robertf. Clavis Pentat. &c.) 
Perhaps a rcfeinblar.ce may be found between 
Caiumuras and Chedorlmmer. 
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j ^J|_;tX^L« J^eT OujjI 

t^lii jl^l jl ^liT Jl J^b j 
^L» o^^ 

jv^ oiLi^ ^ 

y^ltXXal j*bl t_5^^ Oufcil 

*e:^t yi^' |.l^- 


eH 




y« tiH 


♦ Of this city, fuppofed to be the ancient 
Perfepolisy it docs not appear that any veftigcs 
now remain, except the ruins of Chehil minar^ 
^LU 3^ t>r ** Forty Pillars which the 
modern Perlians generally call Takht-i-Jem^ 
fiseidi “ the throne of JemJheldn* 

Sec the frontifpiece. 
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fignifie& “ Armed at all points but 
he is generally known by the titl^ of 
Dive-bend. The cities of Amol in 
Mazanderan, Isfahan, and Babylon, 
are monuments of his greatnefs. He 
reigned thirty years. 

4. Jem — the fon of Houfheng; 
was furnamed Sheid, the meaning of 
which is “ brightnefs, ox Jplendour.” 
The years of his reign were feven 
hundred. The veftiges which remain 
of him, are the cities of Hamadan 
and Toos •, alfo Iflakhar, the building 
of which he completed. 

5. Piurafp — the fon of Merdafp, 
the fon of Rikavend, the fon of Barf- 
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^ ^ 
cJ lac^ 

c-Ai^Lij L_rToi^ '■—yuo C^>^JI 

OlMjl ^ 

OUM I JUw_;lj^ jl (^.)Ua>*jI 


*o^.* LH llH 

J u^'^^ (JhJ 

oy^ (,_5^. tXj^Aiji/^ 

C,5**^ Jy J j 

0\>*if cXiXi v.><olX<« 


• I btg to advife very critical readers (few 
otheit^ I believe, will take much intcreft in 
the natter) that the pedigrees of thole early 

Kkigs are differently recorded in various manu- 
fcript^ and extremely obfcure in all. 
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ereh, the fon of Nah, the fbn of Fe- 
raval, the fon of Siamek, the {bn^f 
Caiutnuras ; he was the fon of Jem- 
Iheid’s After, and called Zokac, which 
in the Arabick language is Doi/ac, 
and fignifies “ Majier, or Lord.'* Of 
his works, the Kenek or Tower 
Babel is one. The time of his do- 
minion was a thoufand years. 

6. Fertdoun-~-the fon of Abteen, 
the fon of Aican, the fon of Jem- 
ftieid ; he was furnamed Mouid, and 
fome ftyled him Ca/, which Agnifies 
“ pure^" free from blemifti,#id ap- 
proaching to fpiritual perfection. Fe- 
ridoun was the Arft who received fo 
honourable a title. The ramparts and 


B 
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cX^uU 

i:j-i icH 

(..Cm ^<j<j c.X^<3j»m 

OJ^^/ LH '^J^f 

jLi 

^Lan ova^ 


«ij ^Uflj I 4 


* Or Nudar,j^yj according to the Tarlkh 
Gozidehf and other manuferipts. 

t In my copy of the Tebkat NaJJeri it is 
written Dadjbem; in fomc Tarikhs, 

alfo^ Zadjhem. 
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ditches of towns were devifed by 
him. He reigned five hundred yea»s. 


7. Manucheher — the fonof Meifh- 
khoor, the fon of Deiruk, the fon of 
Serdfuk, the fon of Irek, the fon of 
Sek, the fon of Refek, the fon of 
Ferkourak, the fon of Iretch, the fon 
of Feridoun. His furname was F/- 
rouz i and his reign of one hundred 
and twenty years. 

8. Nuzer — the fon of Manuche- 
her ; was furnamed Azadeh. He 

reigned feven years. 

0 

9. Afrajiab— {this name fignifies 
the wings or fails of a mill) j was the 
fon of Peihunk, the fon of Rad- 

B 3 
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J Ju oCj\y^ 


CH U^ 

^l> CiMf jl _^lj I 

0^^ vD 

c^ Jl tX»j j) [jj 

0«AlevX>M ikMljyj 

jiU ^(jOIcXmam 

iXSi ^ 


* More corrcdUy Da, ^ twa; alluding to 
thofe ftreams or branches of the river Tigris 
iri^ the Arabians call T^bein, (j^^) or th^ 
Tm Zabh 
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fliem, the fon of Tour, the fon 
of Feridoun. His reign over Perfia 
lailed twelve years. 

10. the fon of Tahmafp, 

the fon of Manucheher. Of his 
works, is that canal in the province 
of piarbekir known by the name of 
Aub-i-Zaby or ** the waters of Zav.** 
He reigned five years, 

n. GurJhajf*’^the fon of Zav. 
After the death of his father, exer- 
cifed for fix years the imperial func« 
tions. With him the honours of the 
Feifhdadian race became extindk. 

* Or Gurft>afp. The AraUans not 

having in their alphabet die Beriian P, fub- 
ditute for that letter an F, or B ; and fome* 
times a T, 
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• ^ ut 

^ oJLlXjswj 


c^ jJ vU lh 

Ls^- L^ LT*-^ 


^ j*am^ j tX)i> Oei. {j]jjj J 

Jc^ o^ o!>V *oSr"^ JD 

^Ul ^^jjilci\xlr*ii>.»iili 

^Uw cX«tf 


Ol^ J 


Pehlavan became a title of diftinc* 
tion : it was equivalent (fays the Lei altouariih) 
to the modem title Emir al omrah^ or Chief of 
the Nobles. 



( 15 ) 


SECOND DYNASTY. 

Of the ten Caianian Kings, whofe 
Empire lofted /even hundred and 
thirty-four Years. 


I. Cai Kobad — the fon of Zab, 
the fon of Zav, the fon of Tahmafp ; 
he was fumamed Cai (or Ky), which 
fignifies “ mighty.” In his time the 
river Jihon (the Oxus) was the boun- 
dary between Iran and Touran (Perfia 
and Tartary) ; and Ruftam the fon 
of Zal fiourilhed ; the moft illuf- 
trious hero of the world. Isfahan 
was the feat of his empire ; and he 
reigned one hundred years. 
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^‘j^. J *V' 

J \^ Jl J o^f «ij^‘ jLv^J 

OcX«oF 

* » * * ^Ix (^. 

Jl «^T * Ar^ * * 

^Un ollSC^v ^ 


t Ferdouji alludes to an ancient tradition that 
Nimnd and Kaus were the fame, 

^ 3 i ^ jmXaaA 

X CaHed aifo ^^^5^ yj Tel-{*affifi^wi$ 
according to the TarUh-moagem : it was a 
lofty pile or heap ere£ied at 6abel» for the pur* 
pc^of aibfonomical obforvattonsi by 
or Hiiniod. 
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2. Cai-Kaus—^c fon of Cai- 

Kobadi his fumame was Nimufdt 
which, in the Arabick language, is 
lam yemat, or immortal, corruptly 
altered into Nimrod. Having, from 
the excefs of foolifli pride, endea- 
voured to afcend into the heavens, 
borne aloft in an* ark (or throne) on 
the wings of eagles, from this he 
vainly * * * * ^ One memorial 

of him is Affar, in Mefopotamia. 
His reign was of an hundred and 
fifty years. 

3. Cai-Khofru — the fon of Sia- 

t In the manulcript, Ktrgus, a lidHiious bird 
of itnmcnfe foe, refembling in many rcfpe^ 
the Phoenix. (See Oriental ColleSions, Vol. 
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^ yckii . 

ocX^f cilcX^lj 

%Ji\iK^ jjL-jLy^l^l ^Oo ^IxXjU 

jLw V.Z^^g»iM C^cX^ 


oljitXj^___)l ^jj v«.iMjl^ 

J*^ OJ^ lh 


^JMW^aXj CXj^ I O 


j' y 1>^ 


I J f 4 ^ J I O 


OVKKI I 


II. No. I. p. 96.) According to Ferdouji 
in the Shah-Namehy the birds which Kaus em- 
ployed, were ^Uc ^ young Eagles. The 
whole fable originated, probably, in the fondnefs 
of this Kir^ fcH- aftronomical ftudies ; as he 
declared that he would explore the fecrets of the 
fphercs, ** and reckon one by one the ftars of 
Heaven.*' Ferdoufu 
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vefli, the fon of Cai-Kaus ; he was 
fumamed Humaioun j and his mother 
was Ferankis, the daughter of Afra- 
fiab. Having at laft, with the affift- 
ance of Piran Veifeh, penetrated 
into Perfia, he flew Afrafiab, in re- 
venge for the death of his father. 
He governed during lixty years. 

4. Lohrasf^ * (or Lohrafp ) — fon 
of Anrend-ihah, fon of Cai-Niflieen, 
the fon of Cai-Kobad : from his ori- 
ginal refidence in the city of Balkh, 
he was fumamed Balkbi. Of his 
inilitution, is the eflablifliment of 

* Our author in tlus nanK, and in Gu/blafpt 
affe^s the Arabian mode of writii^, by which 
the Periian P is changed into F. 


C 2 
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3 




^1>M OhJsKK^ 


QM^yu v««XM4ljyJ 

^UJI tXflx 

^1 

v^lcX^ci 

Ou^l ^uiJj> jUTJI 

0\>w^ ^ cXa/j 

ij^ 


^ Accordii^ to the ZertuP)! Nameh^ Zoro- 
after was of the race of Feridoun ; his father's 
name Pourjhajp^ and his mother's 

Deghdu or Ihghdmu 

f^’ Ci-'lr* 
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military ftipends. His reign lafted 
an hundred and twenty years. 

5. Gujhtasf, (or Kijhtafp ) — ^thc 
fon of Lohrafp , was ftyle^ Hirbed^ 
or the Minijler of Fire. In his time 
Zcrdulht, whofe family name was 
DaadUf pretended to the gift of .pro- 
phecy. The cartle of Samarcand is 
one of the works which -remain of 
Gulhtafp, who reigned an hundred 
and twenty years. 

6. Cai-Ardefnr * — ^generally called 

• Artaxerxes Longimanus, or 
From fome curious paflagcs in Tabari, he ap- 
pears to be the Ahafuerus of Scripture, who 
** reigned from India even unto Ethiq^, over 
** an hundred and feven and twenty provinces.’' 

ESTBSK, I. 
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^1, _j\ ^jM^oU 

^Lw ^ iXnO 


fC}-r\f{ 

I ^Uiob^ ^ j 




J* J* C^rY^ *C^Lr^ 


• Pcrfia is not, I fear, the only country 
whofc ancient annals arc flained by the regiftry 
of imperial inceft. Thofc who, in defiance of 
chronology, fuppofe Queen Hmai to be Stmu 
rmdsy may here find an additional aigumenl in 
fevour of their identity. 
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Bahman^ the fon of Asfendiar, the 
fon of Guflitafp ; he was fumamfd 
Dirazdcft. One of the remaining 
memorials of him is Bandukvar, in 
Pars. He reigned an hundred and 
twelve years. 

7. Homai — the daughter of Bah- 
man ; was furnamed Azadcheher. 
The veftiges of her are the tboufand 
columns at IJlakharf and the city of 
Jerbadoan. Her reign lalled thirty- 
two years. 

8. Darab—hlii father was Bah- 
man, and his mother Homai, the 
daughter of Bahman. The memo- 
rials of him are the inftitution of 
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c:^| 

' 0*^4^ ^J^ oC^ijty 

(J^ ^ (^1^ 

7V^ ^Ij'T OvamI 

Jim (jiiJCU 

Ory^ jOJJ^ 

y^o (J^ 

’“’^r^ oU^iib (Ja^^LLo 

j ^IST Jl jLmj oyti. 

c:^! AjjOJ^t J ^1^1 

* Btrdaa, according to feme romances, was 
the Shthrizinan ox City of mm», 

the capital of Nufloabah, Queen of the Ama- 
zons. This place is deferibed as a tcrrcftrial 
patadife by Nizami, in his Seconder Nameh. 
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poft-horfes and couriers . The length 
of his reign was twelve years j and 
his title was Akber, 

9. Data, [Darius ) — the fon of 
Darab ; he was furnamed Afgher. 
The city of Ebher was founded by 
him i and he reigned fourteen years. 

10. Secander-^he fon of Darab, 
the fon of Bahman; he was Called 
Xu'l'Karnein. His mother was the 
daughter of Philip the King of 
Greece. In philofophy he was the 
pupil of Ariftotle. The veftiges re- 
maining of him, are the cities of 
Herat, Berdaa in Aran, and Alex- 
andria. He reigned over Perfia four- 


D 
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jJUw 01^ y 

fJJJxXo *jjjj^ jiS (J^^j 

y aj^c,x<vXwj I 


Shehr-zour, Between Holvan and Mofui : 
it is called by the modem Turks Shehrzoui 
t It is not furprifing that the Perfian tra- 
ditions on the life of Alexander fliould be 
vague anddifcordant/fincethe Greek hiftorians 
acknowledge the obfeurity of tliis fubjc6f . “ Of 
Alexander/' (fays Arrian, Proem.) various 
perfons have recorded various things ; nor is 
there any one of whofc hiftory there have 
** been more writers, or writers more difa- 
greeing one with another." fwjr h 

A?u(etyS^ miy^4/Xh ttytriP VTI^ 6Tlf vXfioyjf 

S ti Our Perfian author 

has followed Ferdoufi in deferibing Alexander 
as the fon of Darab, by a daughter of Philip ; 
but the more ancient and authcntick Tabari^ 
declares him the Macedonian monarch’s fon ; 
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teen years. His death happened at 
the city of Zouri and the place of 
his interment was Alexandria. 


and Nizami adopts this tradition^ rejecting two 
others on the fubjedt, talcs which want con* 
firmation, in the vanity of whofc ftory there 
is no truth.’' 

(Sec Perfian Mifcellanics, p. 79.) All the 
Eaftern traditions, compared with thofc of the 
Greek and Latin writers, I (hall offer to the 
publick in a “ Hijiory rf Alexandtr'* 
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^<3 ^<3 



oO^I^<3 

^lw4 ^ ^ cXv^ 

AXji^^)<3 ^JUoi/l [^1<3 L-CirfI 

* I . If ^ ^ 


J' 


OsJU I oci. 


L^J 


ijji oo^ 


♦ Tlu' kings of tlic various provinces, among 
whom Alcxamicr divuicd the Perfian Empire* 
Of tlietc were the Arfacidesy or Parthian Kings. 
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THIRD DYNASTY. 

Account of the Kings called Molouk 
al towayuf, divided into t-wo Sec- 
tions. 


Section I. 

Of the ttvelve Afhkanian Kings, who 
reigned an hundred and fixty-fivc 
Tears. 

1. Afsck — the fon of Dara, fur- 
named Afghcr. During tlie tranf- 
adlions of his father’s reign he was a 
child at Rcy . Having taken up arms 
againft Antakhalh* the Grecian, 
he flew him after a battle ; and de- 


• Antiochus. 



m ^ -ili 
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oc-X^T" ^LxxjU 
■ Vw^Ji v^iyjl yl^ * * 

OcXxiC I 

^ ci ^ ^ ci^v ^ I 

^1 ^1 ^ OJSAtJ^ ^JCkJI <X.AAi^ 

+Jl^ 

Ju oOjb^^U 


t Our author, or more probably the tran- 
feriber of tlie manufcript, has omitted in this 
place Shapettr^ Saporcs, who fuccceded 

Aflick, and reigned, according to the Leb at 
iewarikh^ fix years ;or fixty, according to others,, 
who place the birth of Chrift in his time. 
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fcated Conftantine the Grecian, who 
had come to feck revenge. * * % * 
And Afliek made himfclf pre-emi- 
nent among the other kings ; and 
reigned fifteen years, 

2. the fon of Afhck, tltc 

fon of Dara. In his time the chil- 
dren of Ifrael put to death the pro- 
phet Zachariah, to whom be peace 1 
for which he punifhed them. He 
was king fix years. {Succeeded by 
Shapour, the third king.) 

4. Baharam — the fon of Shapour, 
reigned eleven years. 

5 . Palaff}-^ the fon of Baharam, 
likewife reigned eleven years. 
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JUi 


LH 


JL*j 





JLh 






OXe 

u-f 







♦ Sir William Jones, in his Short 
of Perfia, ” (the objc6l of which was merely to 
prepare the reader for that of Nadir Shah,) has 
not thought it ncccffary to mention the names 
of more than the firft and laft monarch of the 
Ailikanian Dyna%. The annals of this period 
arc, indeed, very obfeure, yet not unintercfting \ 
their obfeurity feems to demand illuftration.^ 
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6. Homiuzd — the fon of Palafh, 
reigned fixteen years. 

7. thefonof Palafh, four- 
teen years, 

8. Firou% — the fon of Hormuzd, 
feventeen years. 

9. Palajh — the fon of Firouz, 
reigned twelve years.* 

10. Kbo/ru-^thc fon of Molad, 
the fon of Nar/i, eight years. 

• According to a very curious manufeript 
Tarikh (of which I have not yet been able to 
afeertain the title or the author) 

“ "The city of Lar (in LariftaoJ 
was founded by him." 
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jju. 




Jijtt 

Jl ijl^'bLil jt^ 

jiJ c;.^>i^ Crjl-^ 

JU A**, j oUsr^ j c>^ 


IaJLX^I 


o 

0u*.0 


/ u*^ 

^1 OuJoLm o< 3^ _ 

-5 jO^ ^j[^\ 

(jL* <3Un 


• This fon of Kaus, according to that ex- 
cellent (haionar>-, the Cafhf-al l»ghat, and 

other work^ was properly called i Pa~ 
riiorz. -WW* 
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1 1 . PaLiJ}.'an~^thc fon of Palafli, 
the fon of Firouz, twcnty-twoycart. 

13. Ardiivan — the fon of Palafliafi, 
reigned thirteen years. 

Section II. 

Of the eight Afghanian Kings (or fecond 
Race of the third Dynajiy) proceeding 
from Dezieh Ferherz, the fon of Kam. 
Their empire lajled an hundred and 
fifty -three years. 

I . Ardavan-^thc fon of Afhcgh i 
having revolted againft the AHika- 
nians, fnatched the fovereignty from 
their hands, and reigned twenty-three 
years. 


E a 
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Ls^ 

^ V ' 


(J^^. eH JJ^J^ 

^ Cj5^ 

^bl^O jtjiCwJI AaJx 

JU c^^ c_5*V 

JU *(^y Ur? Jj'V^ 


• In the manufeript Heri : an error 
which I have coircekd on the authority uf 
Kapehuk Khutt, Uic Ub^al-hwarikh^ 6cc» 
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2. Khofru-^ihQ Ton of Afhcgh, 

was king fixtcen years. ^ 

3. Puiijh-^ihc fon of Aftiegh, 
reigned twelve years. In his time 
the holy pcrfonagc Jefus was born. 

4. Gudarz — the fon of Palalh, 
the fon of Alhcgh ; his reign lafted 
thirty years. Some fay that Zacha- 
riah, on whom be peace ! exiftcd in 
his days. 

5. — the fon of Gudarz, 
reigned twenty years. 

6. Gudarz — the fon of Narfi, ten 


years. 
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•ju oiijij i_^y ly-f c^y 


JIl cXxj cH 

^<3 C.^'v.ilaXjsw ^ ^ „g >^ 

Ci^i<M ^ 1. J ^.Aj^ <3^) i 


cXaXj^Js-^ i 




|C\J 


J 


Narfi reigned fifteen years, according to 
the Hiihib al Jeir \ and j::X«^£> j^ 

o^yS> (^>V:’.^ * during his 

reign the Greeks attempted to invade Pcrfia/* 
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7- Na/y/, the fon of Narfi, reigned 
eleven years. 

8. yf/Jjva/j—the fon of Narfi, 
after a reign of thirty-one years, was 
flain in a battle with Ardclhir-Ba- 
began ; and the third Dynafly of 
Pcrfian Kings became extindl with 
him.* 

• I muft acknowledge, in the words of 
D’Herbelot, “ que cct endroit eft Ic plus 

** barralfc 6c Ic plus obfeur dc toutc Thiftoirc 

de Perfe/’ (Art, AJrhgam/tn,) Yet I think 
it poftiblc, by a minute examination of the 
Greek, Latin, and Pcrfian writers, to reconcile 
the various traditions witlr fiiftorical and chro** 
nok*gical truth. 
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l^Ls^f (^LkwLmW ^ ( 



cXAJl^ yj cy^L/t 


J tXsAllj qUO^L* 








ooJtJi Ly 

j ^b<AAX*wl OJJC^IO 

(,^'b tAsk 

tXjxj 

Jl j Ci^ CkikLj ^Lw <Jy^ J 

* There arc feveral towns, according to the 
Mejalek-i Mmalei, which fame reckon as be- 
longing to Pars; others to Kirman. The 
learned fFahl, in his excellent map of Peifia, 
places Babek at the Fars fide of the line which 
fUvidcs theie provinces* 
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FOURTH DYNASTY. 

Account of the Race o/'Saflan, called 
alfo Akafreh*. Thirty-one Kings, 
who reigned five hundred and 
twenty-fievcn Years. 

1 . Ardejhir Babegan-— the fota of 
Saflan. The name of Saffan con- 
tinued for feventeen generations, from 
Bahmen the fon of Asfendiar. He 
was furnamed Babegan from his ma- 
ternal grandfather, who huilt the city 
of Babec in Kerman: he reigned 
forty years. Among the memorials 

* Or the Ktjris ; an Arabick plural (corrupt) 
from 

F 
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j (^u * ** oJj:L 


^1 ^Lnk> ^ (^jiUxX^ 

j J* 


^ cXofci 


(jLwIyi. 


(JJoj (ji*^ -i^v^ <lH x*j^ 


* Ardejhlr Khuzeh, or Khurch, called alfo 
yawrf aiid Firuzahad. 

t This king, whom wc call Artaxares, 
“ came forth/’ (fays Tabari) and dwelt in 
Ifiahhary when, after the reign of Alexander, 
four hundred years had elapfed ; or, according 

** to the Chriftians, five hundred and twenty ; 
** or, according to the Magians, two hundred 
** andfixty.fix. 
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which remain of him, are the cities 
of Ardeihir Khouzeh in Pars, and 
Guafliir in Kerman, and Ahwaz in 
Khuziftan. 

2. Shapour — the fon of Ardcfhir ; 
his furnamc was Tirdch ; he reigned 
thirty-one years. Of his works are 
Koureh -Shapour in Pars, Nifliapour 
in Khoraflan, Shad-i-Shapour in Caf- 
vin, and Jond-i-Shapour in Khuzi- 
ftan.* 

3. Hormuz — fon of Shapour; he 
was fumamed Batcl, and reigned 

• Texeira^ whofe Spanifti epitome of Mtrk^ 
houd is particularly erroneous and defeiSlive in 
the Sajffhman hiftor)% places Shapour fXapurJ 
before Ardeftiir. ( Rtkehnes^ iic. /. 1 1 7.} 
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er^ j-cj^ c:>j V'tv^ 

O^mjI oL«o Amj ^ (J4iiK«ljl 

JLw c:vm^ 

(jUw^yi(y}X) ^1^ 

oL^Q oLkm 


|•^;Y^ (^f 

^jU^2»sr' (ji*<yL) 

< lU 


• 5i»Aaraffi— -called Faranes and Fararanes 
by the Greek and Latin writers. 
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two years. Ram- Hormuz, in Khu- 
?iftan, was built by him. 

4. Baharum — the fon of Hormuz ; 
his furname was Dergar % and he 
reigned three years and three months, 

5 . Baharam — the fon of Baharam ; 
he was ^'j\cdi!^huhendch y i.e. upright, 
juft ; and reigned twenty years. 

6 . Baharam — the fon of Baharam ; 
his furname was SciJian~Shah ; and 
his reign lafted fourteen months. 

7. Na)ji~-~i\ic fon of Baharam, 
the fon of Baharam; his title was 
Nakhjcrkan. He reigned nine years. 
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^ AjLi) 

A:^ cXaax) \j^ 

i'Ajli^ 

jl Cijj j\ ^jUj jC^ (jiiUJ 

ijujjl ly I aJ^ a-Xs^^ oC:ij> 

iSj^ (jtiiUu j {^(JSXxf^ 

J^[£ (^) ( ^1 

^La^ Jf^ j oys^^. 

^ '^y. jt 


rfv/i^;r/\s very curious account of the battles 
and treaties between Sapores, and Julian (the 
apofiafj) and his fucccHbr Join an ^ tlirows con- 
flderahlc light on the Greek and Latin hiftorics 
of tliofe cmixTors — (See Zolimus, Ammian. 
Marccllinus, &:c.j 

t Mani^ Manes ; founder of the Manichcan 
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8. Shapour — the fon of Hormuz ; 
his fumame was Hubch Sina, that»is, 
the breaker, or piercer of Jbouldcrs 
and the Arabians fiyle him Dbu- 
I'cblaf becaufe he caufed their ihoul- 
der blades to be pierced and broken. 
Mani the painter cxifted in his time, 
and, afTuniing the character of a pro- 
phet, exhibited as miraculous the 
tablets called Arzetik, fo admirably 
painted, that all the fairefl: objedls on 
the face of the earth, in comparifon 
with thefc reprefentations of them, 
feemed to fade away. Alfo, among 

herefy ; the hiflon^ of which has been ably in- 
vedigated by the learned BeauJJin, Some 
curious anecdotes, however, of this hcrcfiarch 
and iinjpoftor, ftill lurk in Pcrlian manuferiprs. 
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CXnm<3 ^ C 

I 

CL^cX^ 



^j^^jSm*£ Ijj I 43 L^ 






* Having been born after his father’s death, 
the years of his reign correfpond to thofe of his 
life* This is noticed by Bizarus, in his excel- 
lent compilation “ Re rum Perftcarum Hijloria^^ 
(p. 1 1 2.) “ cum tot annos regnaflet, quot 
etiam vixerit,” (feventy years, according to 
this hiftorian.) Our writers place the death of 
Saporcs in tlie year of Chrifl 380. 



( 49 ) 

the rare i^odu^ions of his ingenuity, 
was a certain fhiit, which whilil he 
wore he was vifible ; having taken it 
off, he became in vifible: he was at laft 
put to death by the hand of Sha- 
pour. The memorials of th^lCing 
are the city of Cazvin, and Toureh 
Shapour^* which is alfo called Olker- 
mekerrum . He reigned fe venty-t wo 
years. 

9. Ardejhir — ^the brother of Sha- 
pour, was fumamed Jemilt and 
reigned ten years. 

• My copies of the Hift~akltm and NerJua «/ 
Coloub, write it differently. The former &y»,' 
g^t tius dty was called Ttfiktr (cs N*JUitr) 
G 
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(J^- U-J 

«y^^ j coj t^Lv 
^ y^XU j ^1 

^ J 




y u^ 


■w 


after a fon of Tahmurasj but that having fallen 
to decay, o^Ue 

Ji^?.^ Z.jy^ ^ '' Shapour Dhu* 

** leftaf caufcd it to be rebuilt, and called it 
** Mourage Shapour. 

* The reign of Baharam has fumiihed fub- 
jedfe for a variety of entertaining and curious 
romances, both in profe and verfe ; fuch as the 
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10. Shapour — ^thc fon of Shapour 
Zu’Iedlaf; his title was Kerman- 
Jhah ; and his reign of thirteen years. 

1 1 . Tezdejerd — who, according to 
the greater number of hiHorians^ fuc- 
ceeded Baharam ; was furnamed, in 
the Perfian language, Zefet^ and Be- 
zekurdi in the Arabick, Athim and 
Mejerum. He reigned twenty-one 
years and a half. ^ 

12. Baharam — ^the fon of Yez- 
dejerd ; his furname was Gour. He 

Heft peigur of Nizami, the liX&A 
Hejht Behijht of Emir Khsfru, the 
yai^ Heft Munfur of Hatifi, the KifJ'eh 
Baharam Gour, *,a» and other* ; 

belides his hiftoiy in the Shah Nameh. 
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Am ^ C^^aIoLw CXm^c^ 

jLi 

^Uw Ci\*t^tiol.A*M 


u^ j-*y^ 

iJUw lXj (jXkXLe AjU»y 


Oy>Ojj J 

<^j J* 

o(^ o^mjI 


♦ The IJdtgertes of the Greek and Latin 
writers, who change the names of his fucceffors 
into Hormi/das, Peroza, Ble/es, Balujes^ or 
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was a valiant warrior, a juft mab» 
and a lover of feftivity and fport. 
His reign lafted fixty-three years. 

13. Texdejerd — the fon of Baha- 
ram ; he was ftyled Sipah-doji ; and 
the years of his reign were eighteen. 

14. Hormuz — the fon of Yezde- 
jerd ; his furname was IBirxanebi 
and his reign of one year. 

15. F/Voi/z-— the fon of Yezde- 
jerd ; he was ftyled Murdaneh. One 
of his works is Firouz Baharam^ 
in Rey. He reigned ten years. 


Hobalas : Cabades, or Cavades ; ZamaJ^t, 
Chtfnts, &c. (Vide Procop. Agath. Bizar. &c.) 
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C^L>*-^* <5Lo 

^ OwfliSj ^1 Ci^.ijQAMi 

(jUj^ti otxOU L-Toj^i 

*■— v*ii (^(ysk ^ 

jtxxJi ijXe j *oLjyy* 

* W^ritten alfo ^ Nujhirvan* The 
ruins of his magnificent palace, the Aivan 
Cl^WJ or Tauk-i-KfJri, iSj^mS 6Lb are ftill to 
be feen near Madaien (the ancient Ctejiphon) 
on the banks of the Tigris. 
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16. "Palajh — the fon of Firouz j 
his title was Keranmaieh j and his 
reign lafted five years. 

17. Kobad—~^t, fon of Firouz ; 
was fumamed Neekrai^ and reigned 
fixty-four years. Mazdak, the re- 
bellious founder of an heretical fed, 
exifted in his time. The place call- 
ed Arjan Goureh in Gilouieh, and 
Hulwan^ are remains of his works. 

18. ’J amafp-^xkvt fon of Firouz ; 
was furnamed Nekarein. 

19. Kefri — the fon of Kobad; 
his furaames .were Anujhirvant and 
Molk al adel, or the juft king. He 



L. W 
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J Ju J Jya. jl 

j Oyc aJII U 

I <>Xm cXJ^^a^ 

oT 

jt ^Li I ^1 tXi uj^ 


Ij^jJ yS\M^[3\sL ^^i!S ^’IS 

3<3lJuJy 

^U! Azsr^^'"^ L-Tli^ j 

cJ^ 

^y'tS^ ^ C^-uswl 


• According to the TLtin al akhbaty he caufed 
ibzdak the hereliarch to be flead alive ; and 
in the courfe of one day put to death eighty 
tdboQ&nd of his followers. 
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reigned forty-eight years ; and our 
prophet (Mohammed) on whom fee 
the bleffing of God 1 was bom in 
his time. In the eighth year after 
the birth of that holy perfonage, this 
upright monarch died : and veftiges 
of his works are at Roumieh in 
Madaien. 

20. Hormuz — the fon of Anu- 
fliirvan ; his mother was Kakim, 
the daughter of the Khakan, from 
which circumftance he was called 
Turkzad ; he was fo wicked , tyran- 
nical, and blood-thirfty, that in the 
twelve years of his reign, thirteen 
thoufand Gx hundred perfons of ii- 


H 
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^i>jyNK^ iySji^^^SS 

c!y^X^ ^I 


j^Jji uMJ J^/ (iH V^ 
^sX>mJ I 4XaXc ^ 

IjJ I j 0\iiw^ ^1 ^ 

0^<3 Ll^^ uiyi^js. 

cX»«3jXj 0(3^^ 

j bv * 


^ * 




♦ The reign of Khofru Paruizy like that of 
his predcceffor Baharam Gouty affords many 
curious fubjefts of Romance. See the Loves 
of Khofru and Shireen,*' tranflated by me from 
the Shah Nameh Nefr, in the Oriental Collcc- 
tionsi Vd. 1. p. 2 i8i kc. 
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luftrious rank, among the Perfians, 
were put to death by his command. 
He was, himfelf, llain in the twen- 
tieth year after the birth (of Mo- 
hammed. 

a I . Kho/ru — the fon of Hormuz ; 
he was furnamed Parviz, or the Vic- 
torious. In his time the prophet, 
to whom be peace ! entered on his 
divine miffion ; that holy perfonage 
invited the king to the true faith, 
which he rejected, tearing in pieces 
the letter (of Mohammed.) * * * * 
And Perfia, from his magnifi- 
cence, and the fuperabundance of 
all neceflaries, arrived at the fummit 
of its glory. It is faid, among other 


H a 
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j\ le\^\ 

j 

J J >/“ A:^l^ 

^ jf^S^Kj cXyaJlj 

^ cXaD aJ ^ 
j ^Lsk. ji 
Ij Qj»K»^>r^CXsKK^c!^ 

^Uum ^ ^ 

'wijiytfi ^1 ^ (^OJcX^Ij C-JT ^\ 

Aj>wL5^ OvkmI<3 A^=9 

I ^1 v^l 

a/ ^Lc JI a^ j C^o^ ^ 


♦ Tabari, whofc chronicle contains a chapter 
on the fubjeft of this King’s treafures, defcribes 
his celebrated horfc, Shtbdizy the Bucephalus of 
Perfian romance, which he fays was brought 
originally from Greece ; and he adds, that his 
figure was carved in ftone, by order of Khofru, 
at Kirmanjbahan fBel/ufoun.J 
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matters, that he conftantly kept in 
his palace fifteen thoufand fem«le 
muficians, fix thoufand houfehold 
officers, twenty thoufand five hun- 
dred horfes and mules for the faddle 
and for baggage j alfo, nine hundred 
and fixty elephants. Whenever he 
rode forth, two hundred perfons at- 
tended him, fcattering perfumes on 
every fide, whilft a thoufand fekahers 
(water carriers) fprinkled with water 
the roads which he was to pafs. 
Among the works of ingenuity which 
he pofleffed, was a certain cup, in 
which the quantity of water was never 
diminiffied, how much foevera per- 
fon drank of it; alfo, an (expanded) 
hand of ivoiy, which, whenever a 
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lyT olj^ 

(^cXJtily <yT 
^lio J <;^c)UT ^ 

Oj\j ^ (^^cXwj 

j f»y 

\^y-^ y^ CiJ^^ ^ y L«e'-^*N <.i 

^ ^^ xt^IcXjI I C C c-X^ 
cKt^ tXyS: ^<3 ^ (^cX>ii 

tXjyb o^y.^ 

C^<VKK» louii **jl a/" 

a/ j 
y:L|. 1^1 Ovijvil ^JjLo 

4\X/UM 4W1 

^yji^jutjyic^c^g:- 

cXivM &J^ii*S 0^‘\i<M(3 ^-1 


+ May — Anno Dom. 628. 
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child was bom to him, being im- 
merfed in water, do fed, and exhibit«d 
the conjundion of ftars prefiding at 
the infant’s birth, and thus the horo- 
fcope was known: he had likewife a 
piece of pure gold, pliable and foft 
as wax ; alfo a napkin, which, when 
foiled, and thrown into the fire, be- 
came clean. In his time, white 
elephants brought forth young ones 
in Perfia. What perfon, in harmo- 
nious powers, refembles his mufician 
Barbud ? or, who in beauty is equal 
to his miftrefs Shireen ? At laft, in 
the feventh hour of the night, on 
Tuefday the tenth of Jemad-al-awul, 
the feventh year of the Hegira, he 
was flain by the hand of his fon, 
Shirouieh. 
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(jLaAJ tiCo 

oli^ cXxj 


icH 

^ V_^ak^^=> 

j«/^ *^49 O? 

O'umI ^jmxxJ Cr)*^ 


jtXj (^\jj-}* OcXaXmj (j^kAxi 


* This explains a palTage in Mirkhondf 
the obfeurity of which is acknowledged by the 
learned De Sacy^ in his Hijioire des Saffanides^ 
Je n’ai trouve aucuns renfeignemens fur Ic 
mot Pourani,** 

Mem. Sur diverfes Antiq. de la Perfc, p, 412. 
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22. Kobad — the fon of Khofru; 
he was furnamed Shirouiehj* and 
lived fix months after his father. 

23. Ardejhir — the fon of Shi- 
rouieh ; his furname was Kouchek ; 
his reign of one year and a half. 

24. Ke/r / — the fon of Kobad, the 
fon of Hormuz, the fon of Anufliir- 
van, was furnamed Gout ah, 

25 . Pouran-dokht — the daughter 
ofKhofruParviz, was ftyled .S'^/Wf/6. 
Meat cooked in a particular manner 

• The Ferhung Sttruri, Borhan Katteaf and 
ether didionartes) inform us that he wu alio 
called Shamubt 
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cXJfSj^ji OlIs^ Osy^ jCS 

^oLo 

WijmJ I 

oL© ^1^2^. aJoIc ^ 


oLiO ^LaaST^ 


Jf*^ (Jj (^ 0^i^jJ 
jX^ V-X!Lp (ji^^ ^H?7 v 

Ocir^ ^ (SfF^ 


* Our author has totally omitted the name 
of JaJhendehf OiSXz^ who, by Mirkhond, and 
a few others, is faid to have reigned a fhort • 
time after Pouran dokht. Some further omiffion 
or error appears likewife in this place, as at 
the beginning of the fourth Dynafty he men- 
tions 31 kings, yet enumerates but 28* 
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is called Pourani^ after her. And 
the holy prophet in her time departed 
this life. Her reign lafted fix months. 


36. Azermi-dokht — filler to Pou- 
ran-dokht, was fumamed Adeleh ; 
and reigned four months. 


27. Ferokh-zad-^thefon ofKhofru 
Parviz, was furnamed Bakbtyari 
and reigned one month. 


38. Tezdejerd — the fon of Shahr- 
yar, the fon of Khofru Parviz ; he 
is called Molk al akhir^ or the lajl 
King. He afcended the throne of 
the Perfian monarchs, in the month 


I 3 
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Ou^l ^1 Lwv» I (^Oy^clSjj 

\jj^ ^^^iX)i A^y« -5^y« 

J)jv^ ^I 

^ d^Xinsa^jr^ 
I ^ cXiW AAjikJ^ ^ I 

oLj ^cXj iUL^ 


* Here properly ends the ancient hiftory of 
Pedia— as the death of Yezdegerd was fol- 
lowed by the furrendcr of IJiakhar^ and, the 
«nhcr chief cities, to the Mufulmans. 
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Sefer of the eleventh year of the 
Hegira,* which is the beginning of 
theYezdejerdean aera. As the true re- 
ligion had prevailed, and the Muful- 
mans by degrees reduced the power 
of Yezdejerd, he fled from their 
hands to Merou ; and there, in the 
month-f* Shehur, of the thirty-fecond 
year of the Hegira, he was put to 
death : and with him the ancient 
race of the Perfian kings became 
extind. 

* A. D. 632. 

t A. D. 652— According to the Subah 
Sadul, the Tarikh Alfee, and other works, 
this King’s death happened in the 31ft year of 
the Hegira. 
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Chronological Remarks. 

S' 

Of the number of years afljgned 
to the reigns of particular kings, 
the Perfian hiftorians fo confiderably 
difagree in their accounts, that any 
attempt to reconcile them, at prefent, 
would exceed the limits which I have 
prefcribed to this Epitome. Much 
confufion may have arifen from mif- 
taking the years of a king’s life 
for thofc of his reign; to what 
extent it has prevailed, will appear 
from the following general ftatements 
of eachDynafty’s duration, according 
to various records, differing in their 
calculations from the Tarikh . 
Ara. 
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The jirji Dynajiy^ or the Peilhda- 

dian, lajied, 

t 

According to an anonymous Tarikh, 
2441 years. 

Tarikh Hamzeh ben Hofein Isfa- 
hani, 2470 years. 

According to a manuicript catalogue 
of Perfian kings, annexed to a 
fine copy of the Shah-Nameh, 
Britifh Mufeum (No. 5600) 248 1 
years. 

Tarikh Behram Shah ben Murdan 
Shah, 2734 years. 

The Second Dyna^y, or the Caianian, 

According to the manufcript cata- 
logue above mentioned, 534 years, 
fix months. 
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Anonymous Tarikh, 684 years, four 
months. 

Tarikh Kapchak Khani, 752 years. 

Anonymous, 770 years. 

*Third Dynaftyt or Afhcanian, with 

the AJloghanian, lajied. 

According to the Jehan Ara, 318 
years. 

According to the manufcript cata- 
logue before mentioned, 200 years. 

Anonymous Tarikh, 217 years. 

A Ravaiet, or book of Parfi tradi- 
tions, 265 years. 

Tarikh Moagem, from different chro- 
nicles, 430 years. — Another cal- 
culation, 268 years. 

The Leb al Touarikh, 350 years. 
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Tarikh Gozideh, 380 years. 
Hamzeh Isfahan!, 394 years. 
Tarikh Moagem, from differ^t 
chronicles, 430. 

9. Baharam ben Murdan Shah, 469 
years. 


Fourth 'Dynajly, or SaflTanian, 

According to Baharam ben Murdan 
Shah, 456 years, one month, 
twenty-two days. 

Hamzeh Isfahan!, 457 years, three 
months, feven days. 

Anonymous Tarikh, 484 years, fix 
months. 

Leb al Touarikh, 521 years. 

Tarikh Kapchak Khani, 321 years. 

K 
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Merat al Aulum, 521 years. 
Manufcript catalogue, 54a years. 

I referve for my future work, a 
more minute calculation of each par- 
ticular King’s reign, taken from the 
Tarikh ^abari^ the 'Tarikb Moagem^ 
the Subah Saduk, the Rouzet al Sefa^ 
the Khelajfet al Akhbar^ the Zein al 
Akhbart the Nizam al Towarikh^ and 
many other records, which I lhall 
endeavour to reconcile with the dates 
of European chronologers. 
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No. I. Account of the Plates in this 
Volume. 

The frontifpiece reprcfents thofc 
ruins at Ijlakhar, which are generally 
called Cbebel Minary ** tbe 
Forty Pillar Sy" or Oks:' 

Takht^i^JemJheid, ** tbe Throne o/yem^ 


K % 
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Jheid” Moft travellers and anti, 
quaries fuppofe IJlakhar to have been 
the ancient Per/epolis, and-thefe co- 
lumns the remains orDarius’s palace : 
the natives fometimcs call them Kbaneh 
Diira ** the Hotife of Da- 

rius," as Ka:mpfer info/ms us. Of 
the view given by that moft ingenious 
traveller, in his Amoenitates Exotica, 
p. 325, the frontifpiece is a reduced 
copy. 

The Pehlavi gem, reprefented in the 
vignette of the title page, is fuppofed 
fo be placed (without any regard to 
proportion) on a fire altar, of which 
the idea is taken from medals of the 
$a£anides. As even a vignette may be 
. rendered inftrudive, I have given, on 
the upper ^rt of the altar, (bmc of the 
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mrrow-htaded <>r Perfepolitan letters, 
from 'Niehuhr, Kdimpfer, &ic. ; fo that 
the young ftudent of Perfian anti- 
quities may havfe before him, at one 
view, fpecimens of the two moft 
ancient charafters of IrdK. I have 
placed, as guardians of the altar, an 
Aihdeba, or Dragon, and the 

Simorgb, a bird of irnmenfe 

bulk and ftrength, both imaginary 
creatures, whofe names are well known 
to the readers of Perfian romance j 
their figures are taken from paint- 
ings in the Sbab Namab and other 
manuferipts. 

The gem (of the real fize) is from 
a pafte in Mr. Taflie’s collection ; and 
thus deferibed in his Catalogue, Vol. I. 
p. 67, No. 679 : ** Sardonyx-^2^ figure 
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in a long robe, with a globe or 
" |otus on the forehead, holding a 
fmall cup in the right hand : In the 
field are the fun anS moon, with an 
" infeription,” &c. An engraving of 
the gem, enlarged, is alfo given in the 
fecond Vol. pi. xiii, but the charadlers 
are inaccurately imitated; they appear 
on the pafte to form two words, which 
I would read thus, ufing Hebrew let- 
ters to deferibe the Pchlavi : 
nnisinir priN in modern Perlick 
-Atoun Shahpouhrif 
fignifying 1’he fire-genius of Shapour.** 

Atoun, in Pehlavi, according to M. 
Anquetildu Perron,* was fynonimous 
with Ader, or Atere •, “ the feveral 


• Zend a Vefta, VoL I. Difc. Pfelim. ccccxci. 
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** fires which have appeared to men 
under particular forms, and the 
** Genii thcmfelves, who prefide o>^r 
thofe fires.”* .’Thus the Aioun Bour- 
zin, in two paflagcs of the BoundeheJb,\ 
is ^yXedAder Bourzin, in the lefcbts 
Sades,% where, and in other parts of the 
Zendavefta, we find the Ader of Beh- 
ram, of Gojha/p, &c. The figure feems 
to be that of a female : in the Vendidad 
Sadi we find an addrefs to female 
fpirits : '* Je prie ces femelleSt ajfem- 
" Hee toujour s vivante," &c.$ ' 

• Plufieurs feux qui fe font montres aux hotnmes 
fous des formes particulieres, ^ des Geides mcme* 
^ qui p.^-efident a ces feux," Zendavclla, 

Vol. 11 . p. 24. 

+ Zendav, Vol. I. Part II. p. 41. 

I Zendav. Vol. II. p. 24. 

$ Zendav« Vol. 1 . Part 11 . p. 91. 
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From the Ferhung Borhan Katee 
(which, like the Ferhung Jehangeerit 
his a very long and curious article on 
fire-worfhip) it alfo^nppears that the 
fame word lignified a fire- temple, and 
the angel or Genius that prefided over 
it. Thus we find, that » — itil 
Azer Gujhafp was the name of a fire 
temple ereded by Gujhtafp at Balkb, 

u> 

&c. 

“ and it is the name of the angel that 
** fupcrintended, or prefided over, the 
“ fire." 

If the authority of M. Anquetil 
du Perron be admitted, my expla- 
nation of this gem will, probably, be 
found fatisfaciory : I offer it, however, 
(as every conjedlure on doubtful mat.* 
ters) with extreme diffidence, and lhall 
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itioft readily adopt any well-founded 
emendation. 

The MAP, though fmall, will fervc 
to ftiew thjE relative fituations of the 
provinces and chief cities of Perfia. 

I have devoted fome months to the 
conftrudlion of another, comprehend- 
ing the fame extent of country, but 
fo enlarged in fcale as to occupy a 
fpace of fix feet by five. This will 
contain many hundred names of towns, 
rivers, mountains, ruins, rehats and 
caravanjerais, wells, monuments, &c.; - 
inferted from original manuferipts, 
whichare not tobe found in yit.fVahl’s 
very excellent map,* nor in any other 
hitherto publifhed. 

* Prefixed to his Altes uni Neues V order uni 
UUtel Afieny*^ &c. 

Vol, L Leipfigi 1795, (o^iavo,) 

U 
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In the bead-piecct prefixed to this 
Appendix, are reprefentations of three 
g.-^ms, of the real fize, taken from im- 
preflions in pafte. Qf the two upper- 
moft, the original cornelians are pre- 
ferved in the Britifli Mufeum — one 


reprefents a female with a child on her 
lap ; fomc of the letters are defaced, 
but the name of Hormifdit 

appears fufficiently legible 
in Pehlavi ; the other charadlers feem 
to form WnDBN apijlan, ;jLC»wjl 
alluding, perhaps, to the infant ftate 
of Hormifdiy at the breaft* of his nurfe 
or mother, whofe name may probably 
be added. Not having yet had leifure 
to fiudy the iiifcription attentively, I ■ 


* Pijiau, the nipple, breaft. Sec. 

Abijien, to b/ing forth, to lie in, See. 
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lhall not, in this place, offer any fur- 
ther conjedures on the fubjed. 

For the fame r^fon I prefent to the 
reader, without any obfervation, the 
figure of a winged Lion, with a Peh- 
lavi infeription. 

The third gem, is deferibed in Taf- 
lie’s Catalogue (Vol. I. p. 74) as an 
Oriental garnet, containing The 
" portrait of an Indian chief — with 
“ Indian charaders, fomething like 
the Sanjerit," As I fufped the 
charaders to partake more of Pehlavi 
than San/critf they arc here fubmitted 
..to the infpedionof Antiquarian Orien- 
talifts. 


The rude outlines, which the reader 
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will perceive in this head-piece, re- 
prcfent the combat of Rujlam with 
the Dive Sefeed^ or white giant ; re- 
duced from a paiit^ing in my Shah 
■> Nameh, of which a large engraving 
will be found in the Oriental Collec- 
tions, Vol. II. p. 53 5 and another 
combat of fome warrior with a monfter, 
winged and horned, from a Perfe- 
politan feal in cornelian, prefervcd, 
with many others of the fame kind, 
in the Britilh Mufeum. Similar com- 
bats are fculptured on the marbles at 
Perfcpolis ; and it is poflible that the 
ancient heroes celebrated in the Shah 
Nameh, and reprefented in thefe fculp- 
tures, may be the fame.* 

* This opinion I before offered in fome remarks 
“ On the anUquitteiof Ferjepolis, Ijiakhar, orChe'^ 
“ helmuiar," Oriental Colleftions, Vol. I. p. 167, 
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No. II. The following paflage was 
by accident omitted in printing the 
foregoing pages : it concludes the Re- 
count of Ardejhi^ Babegan, p. 43. 

^ _j\ ^ 

oy y 

And NERD is of his invention ; 
for this reafon the Arabs call it 
“ Nerdjbir." The word Nard or Nerd^ 
according to the didtionaries Luitaycf 
al Loghat, Jehangeeri, Kajhf-al-loghat ^ 
&c. fignifies a well known game, 
(draughts, perhaps backgammon), and 
the pith of a tree. 

The invention of draughts is gene- 
rally aferibed to Buzurjemher, the 
vizier of Nujbirvan, who did not reign 
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until three centuries after Ardejbir: 
this vizier introduced chefsy an Indian 
gaif;e, into Perfia; and the Ferhung 
Borhan Katice informs^s, that Buzur- 
jemher devifed Nerd, on the plan or in 
imitation of chefs; but that Nerd was 
played w ith two dice, and, according 
to fome, was of a more ancient origin. 


III. It appears trom the Tarikb 
Moagcniy and i\\Q.Nf/zhat alColoiihy that 
the Bandukvar^ (or nmre properly 
Band’-kouar) rhentioned in p. 23, was 
a mound or dyke, eroded by Ardejbir 
Bi7lvfhV7y to ndfe or convey water, for 
the little but plcafant town of Kouar^ 
in the province of Pars. 
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Account of the Geographical Perfan 
Mamifcripty inti tied Mefalek '^u 
Mcmalck. 

liaving mentioned in the preface, 
(p. xxiv) my future tranflation of the 
Mefalek u Mcmalck^ I fliall here give 
a fliort defeription of that manufeript, 
which is equally ancient as it is rare 
and curious Although I have not yet 
been able to afeertain the author’s 
name, it is evident, from two pafTages 
in the work itfclf, that he mull have 
exifted before the year 424 of the 
Hegira, (of Chrift 1032) ; for, in his 
account of Spain, he deferibes the 
Ommiad Dynafty as ftill governing in 
that country ; and adds, that “ The 
Abbaflidcs hav<; not yet fnatched it 
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« from them he muft, therefore, 
have written before the year above 
mentioned, when the reign of the 0;«- 
miades ceafed. 

In another part of his work, de- 
feribing Maweralnabr, or Tranfoxania, 
he informs us that he converfed with, 
a refpedable perfonage who had at- 
tended Na£cr Ahmed in his battles. 

Th is Prince, of the Samanian Dy^ 
najly, was inverted with the govern- 
ment of "Maiverahtahry by the Khalif 
Anno Hcgirae 261, (A. D. 
874) ; and if our author could have 
fpoken with a contemporary of NalTer 
Ahmed, we may reafonably date the 
compofition of his work early in the 
fourth century of the Mohammedan 
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®ra, between the y.e&r 900 and 1000 
of Chrift. 

It appears thac he vifited, himfelf, 
mapy of the places he deferibes : con- 
fining his work to the limits of Ijlatn 
(the Mohammedan world), he begins 
‘With a general defeription of its feas, 
the weftern regions of Africa, Spain, 
Egypt, Syria, Palefline, Arabia, Me- 
fopotamia, Irak Arabi, Khuliftan or 
Sufiana, Pars or Farfiftan, its five Kou- 
rehs or diftridts, fire-temples, ancient 
caftles, rivers, cities, roads, and dif- 
tanccs from various towns to others ; 
the air, water, foil, &c. of Farfiftan ; 
inhabitants ancient and modern, man- 
ners, dialedls, religions, &c.; extra- 
ordinary buildings and monuments of 
antiquity; Iftakhar, &c., produce. 


M 
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taxes, revenue, j defeription of 
Kirman, cities, mountains, roads, &c.; 
p*rt of Sind and Hind ; Armenia, 
Arran and Azerbaij*n, rivers, roads, 
hills, &c. ; Kouheftan, Irak Ajemi, 
Taberiftan, Khorafan, Dilem, Mazan- 
deran, Kbozr, or the regions bordering 
on the Cafpian Sea ; Maweralnahr, or, 
Tranfoxania; deferts between Pars and 
Khorafan; Sejeftan, its lakes, rivers, 
roads, cities, &c.; Fcrghanah, Samar- 
cand, Bokhara, Balkh, &c. 

Thus he deferibes the route from 

Shiraz,^\jf^ to Kattah, on the 
road of Khorafan : 

** From Shiraz to Dnkak, 

" 6 farfangs — from Dukak to IJlakhar, 
“ ysa la^l 6 f.— from IJlakhar to Pir- 
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Kurieb, f. — from P/V- 

'' Kurieb to Kohciidiz,_jOyX^^ 6 f.— 
and from Kohejidiz to JDbey-hend, 
cXAj Aj «3 8 f . — from Dhey-bend to 
^ber-kottb^o^ j)\ 12 f. — {romAber^ 
“ kou to Dbey^jir, f'““ 

from Dbey-Jhir to Hawr,^y^ 6 f.— - 
’ “ from Hazvr to AxXi* Kelaa 

“ Majious, (the Cajllc of the Magi)^ 
“ which is now in ruins, 6 f. — and 
“ from Kelaa Majious to the town of 
Kattab, 5 f. &c.” The city 
of IJlakbar ftill exifted when our author 
wrote ; for he fays, 

AJ ^-^JoaoI 

A^ ^ aj ^ 

I OvMj! 
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Iftfikhar is a city, neither fmall 
** nor preat; more ancient than »ny 
” cit3«|^hatfocver, of ; in extent 
** about one mile ; arid the Kings of 
” Pars had their dwellings there ; and ‘ 
Ardejlftr relldcd in that place ; and 
** there is a tradition that, &c.” 
In another chapter he clalTcs the fta- 
tues, inferiptions, and buildings at 
Iftakhar, amongft the wonders of Perfia. 


But any farther notice of the Mc~ 
Ja!ek u Memalek would be here unne- 
celTary, as niy tranflation of the whole 
w ork, in one volume quarto, will, I 
hope, be ready for publication at the 
clofe of the prefent year. 




